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with powers to raise men, to levy money to pay them, and to
execute martial law.1 Moreover the elections to the common
council in London resulted in the return of puritans. There-
upon the kin# determined to act. He dismissed the puritan
Sir William Balfour from the lieutenancy of the Tower and
appointed the notorious swashbuckler Thomas Lunsford to
that post. He answered the Grand Remonstrance directly by
declaring his ignorance of the existence of any malignant party
in the country and of the need of any reform in the church*
With his very life, he said,, lie was ready to maintain the church
of England against popery on the one hand and separatists on
the otlier.2 j^hgn &ar °f%*he mob kept the bishops from attend*
ing the house oflords and when Pym refused to take any action
against the rioters, on the ground thai the house of commons
could not dishearten the people from obtaining Hhdr just de-
sires in such a way V Charles encouraged the bishops to protest
that all that had been clone in their absence was ipso facto null
and void. This was a stupendous blunder and at once alienated
the house of lords* Worse was to follow. Apparently enraged
at the suspected decision of the commons to impeach the queen
for conspiring against public liberty and instigating the rebel-
lion in Ireland,4 the king determined to impeach five members*
Pynij Hampden, Holies, Htwlrigc, and Strode, together with
Lord Mandeville, were charged with treason for attempting to
subvert the fundamental laws, to deprive the monarch of his
rightful power, and to alienate the affections of his people, and
for inviting and encouraging a foreign (Scottish) army to invade
England. When these articles went presented before the house
of lords, the peers not only refused to order the arrest of the
accused but instead appointed a committee to inquire whether
the impeachment was according to precedent, Charles then
sent the serjeant-at-arms to the commons to arrest the five
members; the commons replied that thin concerned their privi**
leges and that they would consider the matter. The next day
the king yielded to his wife's entreaties, 'Go, you coward^ she
is reported to have said, *and pull these rogues out by tluTcars,
or never see my face more/5 Thereupon Charles, followed by
three or four hundred armed swordsmen, went down to West-
minster, entered the house of commons (which none of his pre**
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